[image: image1.png]From the Mountains to the Sea

halfyin on

Gatlinburq, Tennessee 2010




Mr. / Mrs. Name Here
Address

City, State, Zip

Re:  
National Conference of the National Marine Educators Association


July 19 – 23, 2010


Gatlinburg, Tennessee


Sponsorship Opportunity

Dear xxxx,
The Tennessee Educators of Aquatic and Marine Sciences (TEAMS) is hosting the 2010 annual conference of the National Marine Educators Association (NMEA) in Gatlinburg, Tennessee in July of 2010.  We are very excited about this event and need your help to bring the best of the Volunteer State to educators from across the United States and around the world.

TEAMS is devoted to the cause of aquatic and marine education in the state of Tennessee.  As this state’s chapter of the national association, we have the honor of hosting the annual conference for the National Marine Educators Association (NMEA) in 2010.  We are both non-profit 501(c)3, professional associations composed of formal and informal educators from elementary through university level, as well as aquariums and zoos from North America and worldwide; and represent the leaders in marine and aquatic education to promote reform at the local, state and national levels.  The conference will be attended by approximately 400-500 educators during the week of July 19-23, 2010.  This is a unique opportunity to feature Tennessee to a group of highly committed and high profile professionals.

We have adopted the theme, “From the Mountains to the Sea,” for our conference because it emphasizes the fact that all water is connected.  The conference committee and members of TEAMS are very excited about sharing the diversity of the aquatic ecosystems in the area with our fellow educators, and will need assistance from all those who recognize the need to endorse a conference of this stature.  
The conference committee is currently seeking sponsors at the following levels to help defray costs:

Blue Whale - $10,000

Great White Shark - $5,000
Bluefin Tuna - $2,500

Largemouth Bass - $1,000

Channel Catfish - $500

Brook Trout - $100 or less

Conference sponsors will receive the following benefits:


- Sponsorship recognition in conference program

- Logo on NMEA website


- Logo on NMEA conference banner

In addition, sponsors in the Blue Whale, Great White Shark and Bluefin Tuna levels will receive the following benefits:

- Sponsorship announcement daily from conference podium


- Two guest passes to the evening event at Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies

If you would prefer to sponsor one of the conference events, such as an evening dinner, keynote address, field trip or general session, you and your organization will be invited to briefly address the conference attendees at that event and your company’s logo will be prominently displayed during the event.

Additional information on the TEAMS organization can be found at www.teamsoftn.org.  We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in assisting our efforts to showcase Tennessee with this conference.  Please feel free to contact me at your convenience.  Thank you in advance for your support.
Respectfully submitted,

Courtney Thompson, Conference Co-Chair

Education Director

Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies

Email: nmea2010@ripleys.com

Phone: 865.654.0906










