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Caring for Stranded Marine Animals





Sea Turtle Food Web Game Instructions:
Target Age: Grades 2nd grade and up
Massachusetts State Standards:
Science Standards: Life Science (Biology) Grade 3-5 11, Life Science (Biology) Grades 6-8 13, 14, 15, Biology High School 6.3

Background: The food web is a great way for students to learn order in any ecosystem, and also how all animals are interconnected. With older students bioaccumulation and toxins can also be brought in. 
Materials needed: Sea Turtle Food Web cards – file attached

                                Yarn

        
Procedure:

· Hand cards out to the students 
· Start with the Sunlight: (give the child with sunlight a piece of string)

· Question: Which animal uses sunlight to grow?

· Answer: Phytoplankton (connect the string of the sunlight to the phytoplankton)
· Question: Which animals eat phytoplankton?

· Fish, zooplankton, jellyfish, squid (connect the string of the phytoplankton to the fish etc)

· Ask who eats any of those. On their animal cards there should be facts what they eat. Continue from there until all of the animals are connected. There are fun facts on the cards so you can read the information which will help solve the food web

· Decomposers eat everything except sunlight. 
At the end you should have something that looks like a spider web of who eats who.

Feel free to mix it up and start with a different organism!

Lesson: This exercise shows how all organisms of the world are interconnected. It also shows how the elimination of one species could have a drastic affect on all other organisms. 
