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Sea Turtle Scenarios 
Target Age: 4th grade and up

Massachusetts State Standards: 
Life Science (Biology) Grade 3-5 Ecology 8, 10
Life Science (Biology) High School 6.1

Background: Satellite tags are an expensive investment, so when deciding which animal receives a satellite tag, the staff gets together and makes a decision through presenting each case study. After an animal is released with a satellite tag we track the movements of the animal. 
Materials:


4 Sea turtle specimens (www.leaveonlybubbles.com or Wishpets) of different sizes

      Sea Turtle Scenarios cut and placed with turtles.

      4 measuring tapes (metric) 
Procedure:
1. Split students in four groups.

2. Read requirements for release to the students

3. Have students read the information about their animals 
4. Have students measure straight carapace length and girth

5. Students should come up with case statement of which turtle and why they get a satellite tag.
6. Students should present their case statement to the rest of the class and a vote should be taken. 

Lesson: 

Students will learn the art of negotiation and how scientists make decisions. 

Sea Turtle Tagging Scenarios:

We have four sea turtles ready for release and one satellite tag, please help us decide who will be tagged. Requirements for tagging are that the turtle must be at least 30cm in straight carapace length and the girth of the turtle should be no bigger than 90cm. If the girth is bigger than 90cm it is possible that the tag may produce drag on the animal and impede the swimming ability of the animal. 

Sea Turtle A: Stranded on Sandy Neck Beach in Barnstable, MA on November 23, 2008. The animal was in a state of coldstunning. Sea Turtle A has gained 11lbs during rehab. Please measure the straight carapace length and girth, to see it this turtle is candidate for satellite tagging. 

Sea Turtle B: Stranded on First Encounter Beach in Eastham, MA on December 7, 2007, in a state of coldstunning. Sea Turtle B has been through a long rehabilitation dealing with a lot of issues of pneumonia and lung lesions. Sea Turtle B has gained 13 lbs and has finally resolved all the pneumonia and has been cleared by the vet for release. Please measure the straight carapace length and girth, to see it this turtle is candidate for satellite tagging. 

Sea Turtle C: Stranded on Lieutenant Island in Wellfleet, MA on December 11, 2007, in a state of coldstunning and a cracked and bleeding plastron. Sea turtle C has recovered very well with the issues with its’ plastron and has now been cleared for release. Please measure the straight carapace length and girth, to see it this turtle is candidate for satellite tagging. 

Sea Turtle D: Stranded in Sandy Neck Beach in Sandwich, MA on November 17, 2008, in a state of coldstunning. Sea Turtle D was undernourished and recovered very well with a good diet. Please measure the straight carapace length and girth, to see it this turtle is candidate for satellite tagging. 
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Caring for Stranded Marine Animals




