ENTANGLEMENT ACTIVITY 

[image: image1.jpg]NATIONAL

MARINE
- ‘\m LIFE
2. 4 CENTER

Caring for Stranded Marine Animals





Target Age: Grades 2- 8
Massachusetts State Standards:

Science Standards: Biology Grades 6-8, Evolution and Biodiversity 12 (although sea turtles are not extinct humans had a hand in making them endangered)
Background: This entanglement exercise represents the negative affect on marine animals once they have become entangled in marine debris
Materials: Large cups, rubber bands, M&M’s or skittles
Procedure:

· Have the “healthy” sea turtle reach into cup with candies on the bottom

· With one hand have them get as many candies as possible in 10 seconds

· Have the child show you the candies and point values will be assigned by color

· The candies will be high calorie(brown), low calorie(red and yellow), marine debris(blue), or nothing (green and orange)
· Record the point value

· The “entangled” sea turtle will then put a rubber band around their hand, and do the same procedure. 

· The child will count again and the color will represent different values than before, record the point value

Lesson:

 
The amount of points from the normal round demonstrates how a healthy animal would be able to eat. The second scenario shows how a marine animal would be inhibited by the entanglement and would alter their ability to eat. This also enforces the lesson to pick up all marine debris, even if you did not leave it there yourself. It could save the life of a marine animal!
