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Caring for Stranded Marine Animals





LESSON PLAN:  Cool Stuff: Sea Turtles of the Northeast

· Grade Levels:  3rd – 8th grade
· Concept to Teach:  Marine reptiles, specifically sea turtles of the Cape Cod region, conservation of sea turtles

· Standards Addressed:  Characteristics of reptiles; indigenous species of marine reptiles; basic anatomy and physiology; established behavioral patterns (migrations, etc.)

Specific Objectives: 

1. The students should be able to recognize those traits or characteristics common to all reptiles and be able to relate them to marine reptiles’ structure and behavior.

2. The students will gain an understanding of environmental and human impacts on sea turtles.  

3. Students will gain an understanding of the biomass pyramid as it relates to the role of marine reptiles in their habitats.

4. The student shall understand the significance of environmental protection or order to sustain viable populations of these animals.

5. The group will recognize the positive influences of human beings involved with rescue, rehabilitation and research of marine reptiles.

Lead-in Activity:  


Brainstorming

Step-by-Step Procedures:

1. Show DVD “Cool Stuff”  all the way through

2. The DVD has stopping points built in so that activities may be done to enhance the subject matter: (All instructions for the activities are attached)

1. Natural History of Sea Turtles Activities

        1. Sea Turtle Survival Game 

        2. Sea Turtle Life Cycle 

        3. Food Web Game         

2. Sea Turtle Strandings

        1. Sea Turtle Necropsy

3. Rehabilitation

        1. Feeding Sea Turtle Activity

        2. Marine Animal Medical Mystery

        3. Growth Curves  

4. Release

        1. Sea Turtle Release Scenarios 
        2. Tracking Sea Turtles – Sea Turtle.org

5. Conservation

        1. Entanglement Activity

        2. Oil Spill Activity

Review and Take Home Message

1. Common species on Cape Cod and habitat areas

2. If an animal (reptile – turtle) appears injured, ill or cold-stunned, who are the proper people to contact?

3. Need for positive human intervention and conservation practices

Plans for Independent Practice:

1. Visit a local beach and clean up human debris once each week during migration periods and the summer.

2. Poster contest

3. Set up beach watch patrols during migration periods

Assessment based on objectives:

1. Evaluation form for teacher to complete

2. Evaluation form for students to complete

3. Discussion among NMLC presenters post-presentation

Adaptations (learning differences):


1.  Vary activities and/or peer partnering

2.  Audio and visual presentations

3.  Hands-on activities

4.  Pre-presentation conference with classroom teacher and hand-outs.

Education Program:


Cool Stuff: Sea Turtles of the Northeast








